
www.northwoodscenter.org

Connecting people and place through science, education and action.

2021 AnnuAl 
RepoRt

January 1 - December 31, 2021



Cover photo by Jason A. Frank

Contact Us
Phone Directory: 802-723-6551

Administration - ext. 301
Forest Stewardship - ext. 302
Education & Camps - ext. 303
Conservation Corps - ext. 304
Executive Director - ext. 305

Fax: 802-264-8575

Email: info@northwoodscenter.org
Address:
PO Box 220
154 Leadership Drive (off 10 Mile Square Rd)
East Charleston, Vermont 05833

Website: www.northwoodscenter.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/northwoodscenter

NorthWoods Staff
Andrew Cappello - Education Director
Meghann Carter - Conservation Science Director
Jessica Colby - Riparian Projects & Forestry Outreach Coordinator
Corrie Desilets - AmeriCorps Conservation Team Leader
Marie Desrosiers - Administrative Assistant
Kelsey Evans - Communications Director
CJ Hill - Conservation Field Assistant
Dusty May - Conservation Corps Director
Susan Moore - Business Director
Devan Pensinger - Forestry Outreach Coordinator
Sam Perron - Director of Forest Stewardship
Blase Saucedo - Conservation Corps Assistant Director
Mike Stevens - Head of Maintenance
Katlynn Vredenburgh - AmeriCorps Environmental Educator
Maria Young - Executive Director

Connecting people and place through 
science, education, and action.

NorthWoods Stewardship Center is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. 
All contributions are tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Board of Trustees
Jesse Coe, President
Charles Capaldi, VP & Treasurer
Alan Giese, Secretary

Thank you to our 2021 departing trustees & staff:
Cathie Wheeler, Bill Kilpatrick, Topher Waring, Jason BreMiller, 
Terry Rollins, Wyatt Peterson, Caleb Kessler, and Natalie Izzo.

Gerry Cahill
Kiley Briggs
Hap Eliason
Carol Irons
Linda McDonough

Marisa Mauro
Walter Norman
Anita Rosencrantz
Franny Seguin
Michael Worden



The Conservation Barn
It is the beginning of a new era for the NorthWoods 
Conservation crews. The three-sided Corps Shed, used for 
decades for crew tool storage and workspace, has been officially 
replaced! The new Conservation Barn now serves as the home for 
all crew operations. The space includes a workshop and classroom 
space, enclosed equipment garage, extensive storage and an open 
sided tractor bay. Thanks to our funders, our staff and crews are 
now able to stretch out, utilizing this new space for our growing 
programs.
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NorthWoods Stewardship Center
Statement of Activities
Year Ended December 31, 2021

Revenues
Grants & Contributions $ 1,351,382
Program Income 627,420
Fundraisers & Product Sales 27,001
Other Income 167,978
Total Revenue $ 2,173,781

Expenses
Program Services $ 1,301,306
Development & Bunkhouse 159,451
General & Administration 153,062
Total Expenses $ 1,613,819

Net Assets, Beginning of Year…….... $ 2,216,397
Net Assets, End of Year…………….. $ 2,768,654
Increase in Net Assets……………....  $ (552,257)

Expenses by Program
Conservation Corps $ 821,221
Education Programs 157,896
Forest Stewardship 137,693
Conservation Science 184,496
Development & Bunkhouse 159,451
General & Administrative 153,062
Total Expenses………………........... $ 1,613,818

FinAnciAl RepoRt



A Hidden Gem: cow mountAin pond
In July 2021, the NorthWoods Backcountry Crew spent time completing work in Granby 
on the Cow Mountain Pond Trails. This unique property is a hidden gem of the NEK, and 
holds historical significance as the very first tract of land in the country approved by the 
federal Forest Legacy Program, created by Senator Leahy in the early 1990's to identify and 
help conserve environmentally important forests from conversion to non-forest uses, while 
maintaining private ownership. Cow Mountain Pond in the tiny town of Granby now 
consists of 100 acres of Municipal Forest property (owned by the Town of Granby, VT) 
and 1685 acres of Forest Legacy property (owned by the National Forest Service), with the 
combined property (1785 acres) managed by Granby's Cow Mountain Pond Management 
Committee. 

The property contains a notable brook trout fishery, protected wetlands, and old growth 
forest. The new section of trail completed by NorthWoods crews brings the trail network 
to 5.8 miles. The crew's reroute around the protected wetland makes this trail network 

substantially more sustainable to foot traffic and help protect the sensitive ecology of the wetland area for future years. We 
encourage those looking for less-busy alternatives to popular NEK hikes to check out the newly upgraded Cow Mountain 
Pond trails for beautiful and quiet birdwatching, wildlife viewing and seasonal snowshoeing, xc skiing, hunting and fishing!

StAFF HiGHliGHt: JeSSicA colby
Jessica Colby knew since she was a kid that she wanted to work in conservation. Currently working as our Riparian Projects 
& Forestry Outreach Coordinator, Jess brings expertise from her degree at UVM, plus years working and volunteering with 
various conservation agencies and organizations to her work at NorthWoods in riparian restoration work and wildlife conser-
vation.  One of her early introductions to the world of conservation was working with NorthWoods' YCC crew at the Pondi-
cherry division of the Silvio O Conte NFWR as a teenager.

"I've always been pretty set on working in conservation and I'm grateful to NorthWoods for fielding crews in the NEK (and 
beyond) that allowed me to experience so many aspects of different environmental jobs in such a short time. It really solidified 
that I was moving in the right direction with going to school to study Wildlife and Fisheries Biology and Forestry."

Jess started with her current position in 2020, and splits her time between projects with 
the FSI and Conservation Science programs. In 2021 Jess began work on a direct seeding 
project: collecting local native seeds from trees and shrubs in the region and using those 
seeds to revegetate riparian areas. "It's been such a learning experience...I'm starting to be 
able to identify species better by their seeds than anything else, which is insane to me!"

Jess and her crew of seasonal seed collectors have been at the forefront of developing 
methodologies for this work — learning as they go and creating new tools for collect-
ing, drying, and preserving seed the most effectively. That means working closely with 
partners like the Intervale Conservation Nursery, The Nature Conservancy, and VT Fish 
and Wildlife, and collaborating with experts outside the region to help brainstorm best 
practices. "It's challenging searching for good locations to collect from and determining 
if the timing is right... but so meditative when you're actually out there picking seeds off 
of a tree or shrub."

Like many NorthWoods staff, Jess has worked in a variety of our program areas and cred-
its the united overarching mission between the departments for giving the organization 
its unique reach and effectiveness. "NorthWoods implements so many different projects 
throughout the region and it's amazing to see the reach this small organization has. Each 
of the departments are great on their own, but I think we really shine when we all come 
together to work on a common project. There's so much experience here and I feel very 
fortunate to be able to learn from and exchange knowledge with everyone that works at 
NorthWoods."



in memoRy
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Jim Lynch 1925-2021
Jim Lynch passed away peacefully on December 8, 2021, at 
his home, surrounded by his family. A celebration of his life 
took place at NorthWoods on June 11, 2022, a beautiful Ver-
mont summer day.

Jim was born in Bronx, NY in 1925 and he grew up there 
and on Hampton Bays, Long Island. Although he was born 
and raised in the city, he always seemed drawn to a more 
rural life…and he very definitely became a Vermonter. He 
started skiing at Jay Peak in the 1960’s, coming to Vermont 
often for ski weekends. After marrying his wife, Gail, they 
bought an old house in North Troy that they lovingly re-
stored over the next many years. They moved to Vermont 
permanently in 1969, raising their children and enjoying all 
that the Northeast Kingdom has to offer.

Jim and Gail were drawn to the Stewardship Center and 
enjoyed cross country skiing and hiking on the trails. They 
loved the evenings of good music by both local people and 
those from afar. They learned to love canoeing on the Con-
necticut River, with good company and instruction from Bill 
Manning. They certainly enjoyed a good laugh the night that 
Jim (mistakenly?) flipped Gail over in the canoe when read-
ying for a moonlight paddle with NorthWoods.

Jim took advantage of the many diverse offerings at North-
Woods for many years. He enjoyed hiking in the mountains 
and learning about tracking animals. He learned about bird 
and plant identification with Jayson Benoit and others on 
many different hikes and outings, and he always kept his 
binoculars and stack of bird books by his place at the table. 
He enjoyed making good friends with others who shared his 
love of the outdoors. He even learned to weave a basket!

After Jim slowed down and was less able to get into the 
woods, he always managed to support NWSC, often re-
questing a donation to NorthWoods in place of a Christmas 
present, and he continued to spread the word about all the 
wonderful things offered there. With Maria Young’s ap-
pointment to director of NorthWoods, Jim was very happy 
to know that the future there was in good hands.

nancy Tessier 1941-2021
In the late 1980’s Nancy Tessier purchased a summer cot-
tage on Echo Lake in Charleston, Vermont. She immedi-
ately became involved with the Echo Lake Association and, 
as a result, met a number of people who were connected to 
the newly formed Vermont Leadership Center. The idea of 
assisting a fledgling organization committed to education, 
conservation and providing programs for communities in 
the Northeast Kingdom appealed to her educational back-
ground and love of the outdoors.

Nancy had pursued her calling to education as an elementary 
teacher in several schools in Manchester, NH where she was 
born, raised and lived. She soon moved on to administrative 
roles at the district level and later served as a member of the 
Manchester School Board.

After retirement Nancy relocated to her home in Vermont 
where she was once again drawn back into education. She 
was recruited to serve as Interim Principal in several region-
al school systems, and also served as Chair of the  North 
Country Supervisory Unified School Board.

As an active board member and later Chair of the Vermont 
Leadership  Center Board, she helped the organization tran-
sition to the NorthWoods Stewardship Center in 2004, and 
helped  grow the organization in both personnel and pro-
grams. She recognized the need at that time for new signage 
and quietly donated all the new NorthWoods signs to the 
Center.

The impact of her role, along with the other dedicated Board 
members and staff, together helped put NorthWoods on a 
more profitable footing, leading to making NorthWoods the 
unique and treasured organization it is today. 

She was committed to the mission of NorthWoods, its staff, 
and the educational programs it envisioned. Even after her 
active tenure, Nancy continued to support and embrace its 
programs.

Her spirit will continue to be there reminding us all that 
vision, perseverance, and a talented, dedicated staff will con-
tinue to make a vital and positive influence throughout the 
Northeast Kingdom.
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tHAnkS to ouR donoRS & pARtneRS
individuaLs

$5000 Plus
Judy & JP Bevans
Christine & Reed Cass
Charles Capaldi
The Coe/Martin Family
Julia Geer
Walter Norman
Catherine & James Wheeler
$1000 to 4999
Jen Adams & Don Walter
Bobbie Bristol
Alvan Carr
Anonymous
Hap Eliason
David & Lynn Eikenberry
Nancy & Peter Engels
Kim & Nancy Fried
Douglas & Debra Jangraw
Mark Justh
Martha McDaniel 
 & Stephen Plume
Martha Peck
Laura Plourde
Robert & Ellie Primeau
Alan Robertson
Anita Rosencrantz 
 & Bob Tutwiler
Chris Scott & Sue Johnson
Franny Seguin
$500 to 999
David & Meredith Augustoni
Jayson Benoit & Bekki Read
Bruce & Janet Benoit
Bruce & Cara Berryman
Judith Bevans
Gerry Cahill
Breana Cole
Carol Irons
Katherine Lynch
Bill Manning & Pat Moyer
Lawrence & Lisa Martin
John Miller 
 & Jeanne Desrochers
Irene & Kenneth Salerno
Nancy Tessier
Matthew Tierney
David Young
$100 to 499
Susan Aiken
Joan Alexander
Dorothy Allard & Guy Martin
Hudson Allen
Ron Applegate & Rose Batt
Adam Bestenbostel
Darci Bailey
Frank Barbaro
Alyssa Barroso
Peggy & Bruce Barter
Anne Becken

Steve Braithwaite
Paul & Carol Brouha
Diane Brown-Couture 
 & Michael Couture
Charles & Wynne Browne
James & Paula Burton
Rich & Ann Chalmers
Daniel Chamberlain
Edward & Celine Champine
Sherry Chang & Erik Johnson
Anne Chiarello & Pam Ladds
Nina & Allen Church
Ryan Clifford
Trent Collie
Nick & Beth Comerci
Michael & Mary Kay Courson
John Crisley
John Dator
Mark Deck
Kathleen & Chris Demers
Laura Digman
Louisa & Vince Dotoli
Peter Emerson
Brett Engstrom 
 & Betsy Brigham
Marty & Steve Feltus
Dan & Jodi Flanagan
Dana Fowler
Zoe Gascon & Patrick Favreau
Kendra & Bob Gemmett
Dean & Merrillyn Gibson
Douglas & Judith Gimler
Lawrence & Sara Gluckman
Clive & Nancy Gray
Jane Greenwood
Kellie Greer
Ian Hamby
Jean Hamilton
Charles Hancock
Dave & Janice Hapke
Peter Harris
Diane Haser
Mary & Bart Hauser
Geordie & Suzanne Heller
Mariel Hess
Ann Hruby
Martin &  Erica Hunt-Ehrlich
Judith & Philip James
Amy Kelley
John Kelly & Jenn Young
Mary Kenison
Michael & Louise Kingston
Hugh Knox
Lisa Lafont
Kimberly LaTorraca
Erik & Julie Limmer
Tom & Jackie Manges
Jill Mathers
Jim Mazzonna
John McClaughry
John & Connie McLendon

Harry & Claire Morrison
Thomas & Christine Moseley
Kathryn Mullervy
Brown Household
Elizabeth Nelson
Charles Norman
Luke & Kerry O'Brien
Terrance & Jean O'Brien
Rita ONeill
Pam Pedersen
Eric & Cheryl Peterson
Richard & Marjorie Petit
William Pinchbeck
Cydney Pullman
Craig Raabe
John Rathjen
Nick Richardson 
 & Samantha Dunn
Edward Ropple
Marion Rose
Joan Sanborn
George Schenk
Dana Seguin
Rhonda & Matthew Shippee
Todd Smith & Jennifer Sutton
Erich Stephens 
 & Patricia Kammerer
Craig Stevens
Margaret Stevens
Catherine Stover
Linda Studer
Genevieve Talbert
Ann Torpey
Michelle Vecchiarelli
Vermont Hunters, Fishers, 
 & Trappers
Scott Warthin
Carol Westinghouse
Kathleen Wheatley 
 & Steve McHenry
Richard & Kathy White
Jean Wilson
Bob & Jean Wilson
Thaddeus Wilson
Lori Wingate
Charles & Missy Woods
Michael Worden
Ione Worth
Alan & Pamela Wrigley
Donna Young
Maria Young
Christine Zakrzewski
Up to $99
Jillian Abraham
Scott Alers
Daniela Allee
Jane & Joseph Alper
Dorothea Alter
Patrick & Marybeth Ander-
son 

Dana Anselmi
Angela Apicelli
Marcelo Arruda
Nicholas Augsberger
Wendy Avery
Gerald & Judith Ballinger
Heather Barrett
James Barton 
 & Cindy Swanson 
Brooke Bass
Benjamin & Frances Batchelder
Sarah Baughman
Charles Bayer
Diana Becerra
Morgan Beck
Samuel Bernard
Karl Biggs
J Mark Billian
Linda & Fredrick Bishop
Mary Bishop
Nancy Bowen
Matthew Brabender
Braithwaite Household
Scott Braithwaite
Terry Brennan
Paula Brennan
Vivian Buckley
Abby Burgess
David Burke
Liam Butler
Rory Carr
Brian Carroll
Michael Chernick
Josh Choiniere
Charles Claus
Jan & Jo Clausing
Jean Condon
Cooper & Chamutka Family
Bob & Vanessa Coppola
Cody Sayers & Jon Cox
RoseAnna Cyr
Susan & Stan Czerepak
Rachel Deonigi
Corrie Desilets
Desilets Household
Matt Dickstein
Lucy Donaghy
Toby Dornton
Sean Dubreuil
Tony Dutton
Susan Dwelle
Elliott Household
Matthew Elliott
Brett Elliott
Lisa & Steve Erwin-Davidson
Kenyon Fatt
David Fatula

Rebecca Fauteux
Callie Field
John Firth
Albert Fischer
David & Nancy Ford
Carole Fortier
Em Frappier
Nicole French
Sam Friedman
Cory & Cheryl Fritz
Benjamin Galligan
Stephanie Glock
John & Nancy Goodrich
Kim Goody
Maggie Gray
Brooke Green
Chester & Sharron Greenwood
Maryellen Griffin
Edmund & Karen Guest
Paul Hamelin
Betsy Hampton
Carolyn Hannan
Michael Harris
Tom Harrop
Anne Hatch
Lynn Hebert
Lauren Herrmann
Victoria Hinchey
Roberta Horowitz
Justine Horton
David Houston
Peter Bestenbostel 
 & Ann Hunsicker 
Ann Ingerson
Kenneth James
Lynn Jenness 
 & Donald Hendrich
Abigail & Carl Johnson 
Jessica Johnston
Pam Kennedy
Jamie Kennedy
Dan & Jill Kilborn
Ryan Fox & Teresa Kimberley
Alexandra Kirk
Lindsay Knowlton
Cori Knutsen
Tom Forster & Dana Kraus
Jeff & Cindy Kretzmer
Richard Kruszyna
Gary & Jocelyn Laber 
Larry & Pauline Labor
Jane Ladd
Winifred Langley
Ann Lawless
Neil LeBlanc
Robert & Susan Lloyd
Gail Lontine
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Towns, Businesses & FoundaTions
$10,000 Plus
Canaday Family Charitable 

Trust
Northeast VT Development 

Assoc.
Vermont Humanities Council

$5000 Plus
Community National Bank
Concept 2 & the Craftsbury 

Outdoor Center
NH Charitable Foundation

$1000 to 4999
Agnes Lindsay Trust

Ben & Jerry's
Century 21 Farm & Forest
Columbia Forest Products
Fidelity Charitable
Kingdom Trails Assoc.
National Life Group   

Foundation, Inc.
Passumpsic Savings Bank
Pfalzerwald
Town of Brighton
VT Community Foundation

$500 to 999
Echo Lake Protective Assoc.
High Meadows Fund

NEK Green Mountain Club
Town of Barton
Town of Burke
Town of Charleston
Town of Craftsbury
Town of Jay
Town of Morgan
Town of Newark
Town of Westmore
Weidmann Electrical Tech, Inc

Up to $499
12k Granola Company
Brandon Vanasse DMD,  

Family Dentistry

Butternut Mountain Farm
Circle of Friends
Craftsbury General Store
East Burke Market
Green Mountain United Way
Kingdom Games
L&R Automotive, Inc.
Microsoft Corporation
New England Consulting 

Group, Inc.
North Country Career Center
NEK Country Store
Northern Vermont University
Seymour Lake Assoc.

Shadow Lake Assoc.
Styles by Patty
Town of Brownington
Town of Glover
Town of Holland
Town of Kirby
Town of Lemington
Town of Maidstone
Town of Norton
Town of Sheffield
Town of Sutton
Vermont Farmer's Hemp Co.
Vermont Land Trust

IN MEMORY OF
Mark Wilson
Marcello Arruda
Wendy Avery
Lyssa Wilson Becho's colleagues 
at WMU & UNC 
Breana Cole

Cory & Cheryl Fritz
Lynn Hebert
Jeff & Cindy Kretzmer
Kylie Molter
Craig Raabe
Michelle Vecchiarelli
Lori Wingate

Peter Wagner
Irene Salerno

Paul & Ellie Gavin
Nancy & Peter Engels
Dean Gibson
Martin & Erica Hunt-Ehrlich
Cydney Pullman

Oakley
Brian Carroll

Bill Bevans
Judith Bevans
Kathryn Mullervy

Bruno Studer 
Nancy Tessier

Carolyn Cramton Allen
Laura Digman

Gail Marie
Pam Pederson

Harold Walter
Jennifer Adams

Jean Haigh
Pam Kennedy

Joan Grant
Winifred Langley

Linere Silloway
Nick Comerci
Craig Stevens

Marty Frizzell
Luke & Kerry O'Brien

Nancy Tessier
Sue & Frank Antonelli
Thomas Bentien 
Edward Borden
Nancy Bowen
Allen Brouillette
Susan Czerepak
Nancy & Peter Engels
Louise Forseze
Alix Guerin
Roberta Hall

Olga Haveles
William Jenney
Mary Kenison
Alan Kolar
Ron Kolar
Judith Meagher
Ruth Murray
Jean O'Leary
Rita ONeill
Barbara O'Brien
Kathryn Sheridan
Roy Steuwe
Michael Tessier
Penny Thomas
Denise Tomasko
John Starr
Jean Sweeney
John & Elizabeth Verity
Thomas Wagner
Walter Wike
Charles & Missy Woods
William Woolsey
Marti Yarington

Rian Fried
Kim Fried

Richard Zakrzewski
Christine Zakrzewski

Ruth Gjessing
Nancy & Peter Engels

Jim Lynch
Mark Justh
Sara McKenny
Benjamin Batchelder
Denny Lyster
Mary Bishop
David Moore
Betsy Hampton
Carole Fortier
Gerald Ballinger
Gary Laber
Mickey Morelli
Diane Brown-Couture
Katherine Lynch
Chester Greenwood
Richard White
Lynn Jenness
Amy Silverman
Dorothy O'Brien
Charles O'Brien
Colleen Beauregard
Peggy Barter
Elizabeth Bosco
John Alexander
Michael Kenefick
Gordon Amidon
Peter O'Brien
Ann O'Brien

IN HONOR OF
Anne Hunsicker
Adam Bestenbostel

Maria Young
Zoe Gascon
Dan Flanagan

Stephen H. Amos
Julie Sturm

Isaac Jensen
Susan Dwelle

NEK Hiking Trails
Walter Norman

Reed Cass
Judith James

The Torrey/Reed Families of 
Camp Colilogemol
Erin Reed

Katie Losito
Matt Luczkow
Denny & Carolyn Lyster
Bethany Maher
Willa Mamet
Dani Marable
Diana Marckwardt
Michelle Marsh
Henry & Kay May
Tabitha Bowling & Alyssa May
Sara McKenny
Robert McKinney
Cindy McKowen
Jayna McLaughlin
Jocelyn McMullen
Kylie Molter
Sean Montague
David & Anne Moore
Mickey Morelli
Allie Morgan
Terence Mullen

Donna Mumme
Carmen Murray
Kristen Murray
James W. Newell
Sam Nijensohn
Henry & Susan Parker
Jenna Parsons
Maralyn Jane Perron
Jean Peterson
Jennifer Peterson
Ethan Phelps
Jerry Phillips
Adam Piche
Jennifer Pinsonneault
Richard & Elaine Plante
David & Marian Potter
Lesley Rae Larsen
Erin Reed
Chris & Leslie Rimmer
Alaina Ring
Peter Romans

Paul Rosenau
Ruel Family
Patricia Russell
Lindy & Dave Sargent
James & Nancy Scherer
Mark Schroeter
Kathryn Sheridan
David Sherman
Jason BreMiller & Molly Simmons
Lauren Sivertsen
Heather Smith
Kali Smolen
Kraig Sourbeer
Cheryl & Tom Stelter 
Ross Stevens & Family
Devin Straley
David Stuller
Julia & Timothy Sturm
Kyle Sykes
Lyndsay Sykes
Phyllis Tiffany

Christopher Todd
Gerald Trevits
Mark Tuckerman
Tiaan & Lindley Van Der Linde
Betsy Walkerman
Paul Wallace II
Abbygail & James Warriner
Phoebe Weisenfeld
Lenore Weissler
Barbara Wheeler
Joanne Whitelaw
Avery Williams
Jennifer Woolard & Jeff Lierberlm
William Woolsey & Susan Sova 
Kenneth Wright
Wyler Household
Marti Yarington
Ralph & Wendy Zimmerman
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